Prognostic value of an assessment of ABH(0) isoantigens and Thomsen-Friedenreich (TF) antigen expression in patients with urinary bladder tumours.
The discriminating and prognostic value of the expression of ABH(0) and TF antigens in tumour cells of 76 patients with urinary bladder tumours was evaluated. In patients with superficial tumours the most frequently defined phenotype was ABH(-) TF(+) and in those with deep tumours ABH(-) TF(-). The lowest frequency of recurrences was seen in patients with TFCr(+) antigenic phenotype and no patient died in this group. The mean lifespan of patients with TF(-) tumours was shorter (21 months) than of those with TF(+) tumours. For detection of tumours with higher risk of recurrences an analysis of the combination of markers revealed to be more predictive than analysis of a single marker.